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Enquiry Service

MANY South Africans have 
recently experienced the frus-
tration of mains power out-

ages. While for the private citizen, 
the lack of electricity for an extended 
period is an inconvenience, for com-
panies such as mining operations 
the consequences are much more 
serious.

That’s according to Rand-Air Fleet 
Manager Craig Swart, who said 
there were two aspects to consider 
in renting generators to mines. “First 
of all, there is the rental of ad hoc 
temporary power and secondly, and 
possibly more crucial, is the rental 
generators for mine plant shutdowns.

“Mining companies, in particular, 
with the vast sums of capital often 
invested in them cannot afford pro-
duction downtime. Rand-Air is able 
to respond to such crises with high-
quality rental generators and the 
technical support to ensure an unin-
terrupted flow of power,” he said.

The company’s range of genera-
tors runs from 20 kVA models right 
up to 1100 kVA units. All run at 50 

Hz but can be adjusted to 60 Hz 
on request. The power supply can 
either be single-phase 220 V or 
three-phase 380 V.

“Importantly, our generators are 
supplied with all accessories needed 
for immediate operation,” said Swart. 
This includes distribution boards, 
cables, joiner boxes, COC kits and 
transformers if necessary.

“If required, Rand-Air is able to 

advise its customers on the capacity 
of the generator they need.”

Particularly useful, he said, are 
the Change-over Contactor (COC) 
kits. “These are invaluable when 
a customer needs a generator to 
be on standby and start supply-
ing electricity automatically should 
mains AC power fail.” To use a COC 
kit, the generator needs to have 
an Automatic Mains Failure (AMF) 

feature.
Rand-Air generators are mounted 

on trailers (except for the TwinPower 
which is containerised) and, today, 
many have distribution boards 
mounted on the trailer as well, a 
factor which simplifies the use of 
the unit. Being trailer mounted, the 
generators can be taken right to the 
point where the power is needed.

Rand-Air has purchased four Atlas 
Copco TwinPower generators, two 
550 kVA generators being installed 
in each container. 

This containerised generator solu-
tion gives a very compact footprint, 
unrivalled versatility, optimised per-
formance and excellent fuel econ-
omy in demanding modular power 
plant (MPP) applications. In addition, 
the two modules inside the container 
can be synchronised so that it is 
possible to supply either 1100 kVA 
or 550 kVA – a versatile and portable 
cost- and fuel-saving option for the 
customer.

"Many of our mining customers 
prefer to have one self-contained 

unit on site, as opposed to two 
individual 550 kVA generators in 
sync," said Swart. The footprint of 
the container is smaller than two 
individual 550 kVA generators; and 
having the generators in contain-
ers protects them against extreme 
weather conditions.

From time to time, mines need 
to shut down their processing plant 
for an extended period of planned 
maintenance in order to avoid un-
scheduled shutdowns. With these 
shutdowns, on occasion, mines use 
the services of hundreds of subcon-
tractors, all of whom need temporary 
power.

“Every day a mine plant is out of 
operation, the financial losses are 
considerable, so all equipment on 
site has to be absolutely reliable and 
well supported. As Rand-Air sources 
its generation equipment from world 
leading manufacturer Atlas Copco, 
reliability is not an issue. Combined 
with Rand-Air’s superb service, this 
is a winning combination.

Temporary generators do a  
‘power of good’ for mining companies

WHEN it decided to go into 
the market for its materials 
handling equipment needs, 

Adlam Engineering looked no further 
than Baoli forklifts, a brand that has 
gained early traction in the South 
African market since its launch by 
Smith Power Equipment (SPE) in late 
2018. 

Adlam Engineering is a manufactur-
er of industrial machine components 
for the mining and general industrial 
sectors. The company specialises in 
the rebuilding of mining equipment, 
as well as engineering, design and 
manufacture of alternative and origi-
nal equipment (OEM) replacement 
parts for both surface and under-
ground mining. 

In October 2019, the company took 
delivery of two Baoli KBD35+ 3,5 t 
diesel forklifts from SPE. According to 
General Manager Christo du Preez, 
the two units are used for an array of 
tasks, including materials handling, as 
well as loading and offloading of stock 
and customer goods.

He said a major reason for investing 
in these particular forklifts was “the 
value for money” nature of the range. 
“For us, Baoli has proved to be the 
best value forklift in its price class.”

Du Preez said the two units had 
performed beyond expectations. He is 
also happy with the service provided 
by SPE.  

With 3 500 kg lift capacity, the 
KBD35+ has a turning radius of 2 450 
mm and three mast stages. The 
KBD+ series lift trucks are designed 

to provide high productivity and sound 
performance.

The full suspended cabin reduces 
vibrations originating from the ground. 
The large, spacious and easily acces-
sible cabin is designed to guaran-
tee maximum visibility, consequently 
increasing safety.

Great attention has been paid to lift 
truck manoeuvrability, guaranteed by 
the special reduced diameter steer-
ing wheel. Other important driving 
aids are the pedal parking brake, the 
electronic driving direction selector, 
the easily accessible hydraulic levers 
and the dashboard with multi-function 
display. 

The attention put in all the construc-
tion and design aspects of the range is 
demonstrated by the particular shape 
of the counterweight, which increases 
safety by enhancing the visual impact 
when driving in reverse, as well as the 
ascent handle and rear handle with a 
horn activation button for comfortable 
reverse driving.

Forkin good value seals the deal
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