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EGO is a global manu-
facturing company es-
tablished in 1993, which 
has been at the centre 
of revolutionising the 
gardening equipment 
industry. In the single 
biggest advancement 
in technology since 
petrol-powered mow-
ers arrived on the scene 
over a century ago, 
fossil fuels are being 
replaced by cleaner, 
greener energy of the 
EGO Power+ system. 
Powered by an 56V Arc 
Lithium battery, the 
EGO Power+ system 
claim petrol-matching 
power, but without any 
of the downsides of pet-
rol-powered units. 

“We carry a compre-
hensive range of EGO’s 
outdoor, lawn and gar-
den tools. 

These include lawn-
mowers, domestic string 
trimmers, brush cutters, 
as well as a multi tool 
system which provides 
a powerhead on which 

one can attach a host 
of attachments such as 
telescopic hedge trim-
mer and pole prunners, 
lawn edgers, brush cut-
ters and string trimmers, 
all driven by a single 
power unit,” explains 
Mark Chittenden, Gen-
eral Manager at Smith 
Power, EGO Power’s ex-
clusive distributor. 

‘Unique’ battery 
offering 

The battery design is 
considered unique. It 
can be used in any of 
the EGO machines, so 
a single battery can be 
used across all machine 
ranges. Apart from the 
innovative Arc design 
that helps prevent over-
heating, the battery 
has another clever way 
to keep cool; each and  
every cell is surrounded 
by EGO’s unique Keep 
Cool™ phase change 
material that absorbs 
heat energy and keeps 

individual cells at their 
optimum temperature 
for longer. 

“There is a battery 
indicator so that as you 
work, you can check 
the display to see how 
much power is remain-
ing. This makes it easy 
to gauge when you will 
need to recharge the 
battery,” says Chitten-
den. This is comple-
mented by a Power 
Management System 
which prevents over-
discharging and extends 
battery life. 

“We also offer the 
most powerful battery 
range with high voltage 
of 56 V. Many competi-
tive brands are within 
the 18 or 36-V range,” 
says Chittenden, add-
ing that running times 
vary from 60 minutes 
on a 2-Amp battery  
using a hedge trimmer, 
for example, to 50 min-
utes on a mower. “The 
average is 30 minutes 
per use across all rang-
es,” he says. 

Charging times vary 
from 20 to 70 minutes, 
depending on the type 
of charger selected,  
either Standard or Rap-
id. The battery’s charg-
ing times are a major 
talking point, bearing in 
mind that Lithium-ion 
batteries, on average, 
take about two hours or 
more to recharge. The 
EGO Arc Lithium bat-
tery range is good for a 1 
000 charge cycle. Locally 
that translates to a good 
4-5 year lifespan. Com-
mercially it will depend 
on the charge cycles.

Target markets

One of the key benefits 
of the EGO range of 
tools is the lower run-
ning costs. The cost of 
running an EGO Pow-
er+ product for a month 
is around the same as 
using a 2-stroke product 
for a day. 

Unlike large, heavy 
petrol mowers, the 
EGO Power+ mower’s 
fold flat design makes 
storage and cleaning 
simple. The range is 
offered locally with 
a 2-year warranty 
on the battery, and a 
3-year warranty on the  
machine itself. 

Changing the face of the 
gardening equipment 

industry 
MULTOTEC hydro-
cyclones and spiral 
concentrators are be-
ing applied in Europe 
to address the growing 
demand for the reha-
bilitation of contami-
nated land. The appli-
cation of the solution 
is via Multotec’s Euro-
pean agent of 25 years’ 
standing, Bernd Bohle, 
Dipl. –Ing of Bohle 
Ing. Beratung.

According to Bohle, 
pollution and soil con-
tamination have be-
come leading environ-
mental issues for most 
European countries 
in recent years, with 
well over 300 000 sites 
thought to be affected 
by this problem. 

In a recent applica-
tion, Multotec com-
missioned its equip-
ment in a modern soil 
washing plant in the 
Italian speaking part 
of Switzerland. This 
also involved the train-
ing of staff in both 
German and Italian, 
through collabora-
tion with Bohle Ing. 
Beratung and Ital-
ian partner SST/4Sep 
sagl., Manual Nava.

“Treatment methods 
in Europe vary from 
the conventional engi-
neering techniques to 
the use of alternative 
technologies for de-
contamination that use 
physical, chemical and 
biological reactions,” 
says Bohle. “These lat-
ter technologies – such 
as biological remedi-
ation, thermal treat-
ment, vitrification, 
vacuum extraction, 
and soil washing – are 
growing in demand.”

He highlights that 

many of these technol-
ogies, especially soil 
washing, have been 
successfully demon-
strated and applied 
on an industrial scale 
in countries like Ger-
many, Switzerland and 
the Netherlands.

“The largest mar-
kets – accounting for 
over 50% of the Euro-
pean Union total – are 
Germany and Switzer-
land,” he says. “The 
Netherlands and the 
UK are also signifi-
cant, while the French 
and Italian markets 
are expected to grow 
rapidly by the end of 
the decade.”

The pressure is com-
ing from more strin-
gent regulations, he 
explains, which trigger 
the need for land de-
contamination when 
there is any planned 
development of a site, 

or where the spread of 
contamination is de-
tected. 

“Most of the soil 
cleaning techniques 
require on-site soil 
washing, where the 
material is treated to 
separate the contam-
inants from the soil 
before further natural-
isation can take place,” 
he says. 

“In many instances, 
spills of contaminat-
ed hydrocarbons in 
industrial areas have 
been adsorbed over a 
period of time into the 
carboniferous phases 
of the soil. This is of-
ten a combination of 
coal, lignite, charcoal, 
tar and organic detri-
tus,” says Bohle. “In 
such cases, removal of 
this material by phys-
ical means can allow 
the separation of the 
contaminated hydro-

carbon fraction into a 
low density product for 
further treatment or 
disposal.”

In these applica-
tions, the use of spiral 
concentrators, with 
their flat angles as in 
large diameter coal 
spirals, can remove 
the low density mate-
rial from the soil bulk. 
Other important appli-
cations include the re-
moval of metallic mat-
ter, oxides, sulphides, 
carbonates and slags 
from contaminated 
soils in industrial sites 
such as former auto-
mobile scrapyards. 
Here, heavy mineral 
spirals with their pitch 
angles of 21 degrees 
can remove metallic 
matter from the soil.

At the BSH-TIB 
Mezzovico soil washing 
plant in Switzerland, 
Multotec’s large diam-
eter coal spirals and its 
heavy mineral spirals 
are supporting the de-
contamination process 
at a rate of up to 70 t per 
hour of solids.

The installation 
allows between 27 t 
and 40 t per hour of 
pre-screened material 
sized from zero to 1,8 
mm to be pumped to a 
VV350-15-1 stacker cy-
clone with a capacity of 
up to 170 m3 per hour. 
The re-diluted under-
flow is fed by gravity to 
a spiral bank for lights 
decontamination. The 
heavy sand product 
is then pumped to a 
stacker cyclone of the 
same specification, 
with the re-diluted un-
derflow reporting to a 
spiral bank for heavy 
particle removal.

Soil decontamination 
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YOUR GATEWAY TO AGRI INVESTMENT AND TRADE OPPORTUNITIES

www.agri-indaba.com

Register before 31 July and save R4000. 
Register online at www.agri-indaba.com or email  
lauren.hansen@agricouncil.org or more information

•	 Co-located events 
This year, Agri Trade Congress Africa will be co-located 
with our flagship event, African Agri Investment 
Indaba, making this platform the largest trade and 
investment gathering in agriculture on the African 
continent – representing the entire value chain

•	 Matchmaking and networking 
Now four times larger than last year! This is a 
structured matchmaking facility that we provide and 
allows attendees to set up meetings ahead of the 
event

•	 Agri Producers & Processors Village 
This is a new and dedicated exhibition area for 
commercial farmers, farming co-operatives, producers 
and exporters

•	 Investment Discovery Sessions (IDS)  
Securing investment for your business, whether start-
up or existing, can be an expensive, challenging and 
frustrating process. The African Agri Council is once 
again pleased to host our successful IDS  – a platform 
for agri projects looking for investment
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