
Autonomic Greenbot at GTH Show 

Henk Beunk 
Netherlands 

At the GTH Show (Groen Techniek 
Holland), the Dutch autonomous 
tractor 'Greenbot' made its first ap
pearance at a public working demo. 
The Greenbot is a product of Preci
sion Makers (a daughter of DPC, the 
Dutch Power Companies) and can be 

In the shade 

Joe Spencer 
South Africa 

Chris Vermeulen, of Plus Net, a 
company specialising in the erec
tion of shade netting, spotted the 
Kubota USO mini-excavator at 
this year's Nampa Show in Both 
avi lle South Africa. His first im
pressions were that these small 
machines have an excellent pow
er-to-weight ratio and manoeu
vrability. The range of matching 
attachments also suited his op
eration perfectly but rather than 
buying one machine and three 

operated by remote control for in
stance for use on slopes, but also 
can work fully autonomously. It then 
relies on GPS. In The Netherlands 
autonomous working is allowed in 
fenced areas or when a person has 
eye contact with the machine. 
The Greenbot has an 80kW/107hp, 
3.4-litre engine from either FPT or 

attachments he bought three ma
chines and a specific tool for 
each one: an auger, a digging 
bucket and a rock drill. 
They are used to drill holes. dig 
trenches and break rocks when 
installing shade cloth structures 
and windbreaks that cover very 
large areas of agricultural crops, 
including fruit trees, table grapes 
and many varieties of vegeta
bles. The machines work as a 
team, one drilling, one breaking 
rock and the other digging and 
removing waste material. Often 
holes for up to 10,000 poles are 
needed as well as trenches for 

Perkins and hydrostatic four
wheel drive. Four-wheel steer is 
standard while front and/or rear 
linkages are optional. There is also 
the choice of 540 or 1,000 pto 
front and rear. The weight of the 
basic machine is 2.750kg, the 
wheelbase 2,250mm and the top 
speed 25km/hr. 

anchoring the net at the end of 
each row. 
Plus Net supplies a comprehensive 
range of agricultural shade netting 
to control spectral transmittance 
in order to give optimal lighting for 
crops as well as providing wind 
protection. The shade cloth factors 
go from 3% to 90%, protecting 
crops from the harsh African sun, 
as well as wind and hail. A Water 
saving of more than 35% is claimed 
and yields are increased by as 
much as 25% 
Plus Net's Chris Vernmeulen says, 
"With climate change and the ev
er-increasing costs of farming, old 

One digger for each tool. 

agricultural methods are rapidly 
being replaced by smart farming 
solutions, like our shade cloth 
structures, for both shade and 
wind protection, which help to sig
nificantly boost the bottom line." 

Mahindra launches India's first ever driverless tractor with our DigiSense 
(telemetry) technology 
that we launched last 
year, the driverless 

Jagdish Kumar 
India 

In order to provide Indian farmers 
with the latest technology, Mahin
dra Farm Equipment, part of Mahin
dra & Mahindra, has displayed its 
first ever driverless tractor. Devel
oped at the company's research val
ley located in Chennai, the company 
said that the tractors will be availa
ble commercially from early 2018. 
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Speaking on this development, 
Mahindra & Mahindra managing 
director Dr Pawan Goenka said, 
"Today's display of the driverless 
tractor is another proud moment 
for us, as it opens up new possibil 
ities in farming. We are happy to 
dedicate this innovative mechani 
zation for the global farming com
munity, in line with our Farming 
3.0 proposition." 

Mahindra has 
shown its first 

driuerless tractor. 

Rajesh Jejurikar, 
president, farm 
equipment sector, Mahindra 
& Mahindra, adds, "Today the need 
for farm mechanisation is higher than 
ever before, due to labour shortage 
and the need to improve productiv
ity and farm produce yield. Coupled 

tractor offers a distinct 
advantage to the Indian 

farmer by bringing an unprecedent
ed level of intelligence to the tractor." 
The autonomous technology will be 
gradually rolled out on Mahindra's 
20hp to 100hp tractors. It will also 
be available in international markets 
such as the USA and Japan. 
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