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AFRICA news

Babcock appointed David Vaughan as 
managing director – equipment from 1 
November 2016. Vaughan, who previously 
was the sales director of the business, 
has been with Babcock since 2005 when 
he joined as a regional general manager. 
Babcock’s equipment business manages the 
exclusive distribution and support of leading 
international equipment brands in southern 
Africa, including Volvo construction equipment, 
Terex Trucks, Tadano and Sennebogen cranes, 
Winget concrete handling equipment, and 
SDLG construction equipment. Vaughan has 
been in the industry since 1979 and worked 
extensively in machine sales for various 
companies before joining Babcock. 

Rockwell Automation will be hosting its 
Automation University Classic — a free, 
comprehensive two-day training programme — at 
Emperors Palace, Gauteng, on 17–18 May. The 
theme is ‘The connected enterprise — smart, 
productive, secure’. The programme is open to 
everyone interested in leading-edge automation 
solutions, and comprises over 50 hands-on 
laboratories, demonstrations, and presentations 
relating to Rockwell Automation products and 
services. Customers can tailor programmes to their 
needs, and industry experts will be conducting 
seminars for the mining, oil and gas, water and 
wastewater, consumer, and automotive industries. 
The event is open for registration and is currently 
undergoing validation through SAIEE for CPD credits. B
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David Vaughan is 
Babcock’s new managing 
director – equipment, as of 
1 November 2016. 

Bell Equipment appoints new head of sales

HPE Africa launches H940s backhoe loader

Multotec builds capacity in Africa
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Mark Hughes has been appointed head of 
sales for Bell Equipment Sales Africa. 

Multotec offers training that is 
focused on bridging the gap 
between theoretical studies 
and the practical mechanics of 
working with equipment in a 
plant environment.

HPE Africa’s H940s backhoe loader series replaces the H930s. 

Bell Equipment Sales Africa 
(BESA) has appointed Mark 
Hughes to its senior management 
team. Hughes will be based at 
the company’s head office in 
Jet Park, Boksburg, with sales 
and marketing responsibilities 
stretching across the BESA region, 
which includes South Africa, 
Namibia, Mozambique, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, and the Democratic 
Republic of  the Congo. 

Hughes previously worked 
with Bell in the 1990s through his 
involvement with their excavator 
supplier at that time. “I am very 
pleased to be back in the Bell 

fold after all these years. I’ve 
always admired the Bell brand, 
the company, and its culture. It’s a 
family business with a respectful 
and highly professional working 
environment. It’s also a world-
class company with a strong 
entrepreneurial spirit and the 
tenacity to never back down from 
a challenge,” he said.

“I am particularly confident that 
our new range of  E-series ADTs 
is as good, if  not better, than what 
the rest of  the market has to offer. 
After a very tough couple of  years, 
the industry is starting to see green 
shoots again and I would like to 

believe that we are through the 
bottom of  the cycle. This bodes 
well for Bell with our full line of 
products for the various industries 
we serve,” Hughes added.

BESA managing director, Menzi 
Dumisa, welcomed Hughes to 
the Bell family: “Mark brings a 
wealth of  industry and leadership 
experience to the team and to our 
region, and his past experience in 
our industry will greatly assist in 
meeting both our customers’ and 
our business objectives. We look 
forward to his contribution and 
wish him a long and satisfying 
career with Bell.” 

Mineral processing solutions 
provider Multotec, which has grown 
its African footprint over almost 
two decades, puts its success down 
to developing local capacity — 
including skills and infrastructure — 
as close to the customer as possible, 
to allow quick and effective response.

“We prioritise skills transfer 
and capacity-building in our 
African facilities, and also train our 
customers’ staff  in the maintenance 

of  our equipment,” says Multotec 
CEO, Thomas Holtz. “It is 
becoming increasingly important — 
both to us as suppliers and to our 
customers, the mines — to invest 
in local skills development as a key 
sustainability practice.” 

For years Multotec has provided 
training in process-related topics 
in South Africa, and recently rolled 
this out in a more formal and 
structured manner to other regions. 

Today, the group’s equipment can be 
found in almost 50 countries on six 
continents. 

According to Holtz, the training 
focuses on bridging the gap 
between the theory learnt in tertiary 
studies and the practical day-to-
day mechanics of  working with 
equipment in a plant environment. 
“Where we can build local capacity 
to support our products the 
customers appreciate it — and we’ve 

seen growing interest in this training 
over the past two to three years.”

According to Multotec Africa 
managing director Jaco du Toit, 
the cradle-to-grave concept 
ensures compliance with the 
Mines ISO 14000 environmental 
management standards, where the 
group provides the equipment, 
technical expertise and maintenance, 
as well as the removal and recycling 
of  the product at the end of  its life.

With Multotec’s growing support 
network and range of  products, 
customers are increasingly engaging 
the company on contracts to take 
over on-site equipment maintenance, 
aligned to service-level agreements. 

HPE Africa’s newly launched 
H940s backhoe loader series 
replaces the H930s and is 
designed to meet demand for 
compact machines with less 
capital investment. 

The loader, which comes 
with standard 4WD and power 
shift transmission, offers 
improved operator comfort and 
simplified maintenance, as well 
as technical advancements for 
precision control.

Features include a rigid loader 
frame for greater lifting capacity 
and an optional return-to-dig 
function that reduces loading 
cycle times. Front and rear axles 
ensure dependable operation in 
rough terrain and a differential 
lock system improves traction. 

Hyundai’s load sensing 
hydraulic system distributes 
optimum power to hydraulic 
components based on the load 
demand required and has an 
adjustable flow control system 
(AFCS) for on-road travel. A 
shock-absorbing accumulator 
minimises loader arm bounce, 
reduces material spillage, and 
improves travel with a full 
bucket. 

The fuel efficient, low noise 
Perkins tier 2 diesel engine is 
easily accessible via the tilt-up 
hood. Extensive on-site testing 
and analysis over 750 hours 
showed that fuel consumption 
averaged 5.5 litres per hour. 

All H940s machines have a 
two-year / 3 000-hour warranty.  
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Hitachi unveils new models at CONEXPO-CON/AGG

Caterpillar introduces new Product Link capabilities 
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The new CPLB2 LED light tower 
from Chicago Pneumatic is ideal for 
construction, mining, and events. 

All of Hitachi’s Dash-6 excavators, including the ZX135US-6 (pictured), 
feature Isuzu engines that deliver fuel-efficient and powerful 
performance, and do not require a diesel particulate filter (DPF). 
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New Cat Product Link technologies connect any brand and type of 
equipment (powered or non-powered), all reporting through a single 
system: VisionLink. 

Sew-Eurodrive has delivered the first of its new 
energy efficient, IE3-compliant DRN motors to a major 
wastewater treatment project in the Vaal Triangle. The 
initial order was for 10 complete units, with gearboxes and 
motors (six 45kW motors and four 55kW motors), which 
will be used for aerator applications. According to head 
of projects Rudi Swanepoel, Sew-Eurodrive’s calculation 
programme was specifically designed to determine if the 
gearbox selection is adequate, based on the loads and 
bending moments. “These are not off-the-shelf products, 
but have been selected specifically for the system in 
question,” said Swanepoel. The company subsequently 
received an order for another major wastewater treatment 
project in the Eastern Cape. 

Bulk material processing and handling system supplier 
Superior Industries debuted its Exterra Secondary 
Belt Cleaner at this year’s CONEXPO-CON/AGG. This 
latest model is an expansion of its line of Exterra Belt 
Cleaners and is designed for straightforward, quick 
conveyor installations. Segmented into 7.6cm urethane 
chunks with tungsten carbide tops, the belt cleaner’s 
blade is engineered for long life and efficient material 
shedding. Its design allows the blade segments to 
individually conform to the belt for effective cleaning, and 
the cleaner’s blade angle is adjustable to accommodate 
mechanical and vulcanised splices. The Secondary Belt 
Cleaner is designed for belt widths of 457–1828mm and 
belt speeds up to 5.1m/sec. 

Technology is moving into construction faster than ever 
before, and at CONEXPO-CON/AGG 2017, Trimble 
demonstrated technology solutions designed to help 
contractors, engineers, and the next generation 
construction workforce to work more efficiently and 
compete more effectively. Among the demonstrations and 
technology innovations were hands-on demonstrations 
showing the future of Trimble grade control technology; 
advances in Trimble paving control systems; 
demonstrations of Trimble’s use of emerging technologies 
such as mixed reality solutions that will change future 
construction projects; and solutions for every phase of the 
construction project life cycle, from initial planning, design 
and scheduling to construction, as-built and maintenance.

Linden Comasa has launched its new 
high tonnage LCL700 luffing-jib crane in two 
versions, with maximum load capacities of 50t 
and 64t, which can be halved through manual 
modifications. Both models have a minimum 
reach of 4m and a maximum radius of 65m, 
which can be reduced in 5m increments 
down to 30m. The LCL700 64t can lift 7.2t at 
maximum reach, while the LCL700 50t can lift 
7.5t. The maximum free-standing height of the 
LCL700 is 69.8m on anchor feet. The LCL700 
tower sections, with a 2.5m wide frame, are the 
same as for the luffing-jib LCL500 model and 
the flat-top 21LC750. 

Atlas Copco exhibited the new Dynapac CC950D 
small tandem asphalt roller during CONEXPO-CON/
AGG 2017. The roller has an operating mass of about 
1.5t and a drum width of 96.5cm, and is ideal for 
small-scale compaction work in hard-to-reach areas. 
The Dynapac CC950D features a tier 4 final-compliant 
15kW water-cooled, 3-cylinder, 4-stroke Kubota 
D722-E4B-KEA-2 diesel engine. The roller vibrates 
at 4 200vpm (70Hz) on the front drum with a static 
rear drum, and has a 190-litre water tank. Both the 
steering hitch and steering cylinder are maintenance 
free, and the few remaining service points are easily 
accessible. A standard foldable rollover protection 
system (ROPS) minimises transport height. 

MSA Africa’s new Latchways personal rescue 
device (PRD) is a lightweight device contained in 
a small backpack, which is attached to a full-body 
harness. Designed to be used in conjunction with a 
fall protection system or anchor point, in the event of 
a fall, the Latchways PRD suspends and then lowers 
the worker to the ground in a controlled descent. The 
device, which features a 20m spool of Aramid rope 
released via an integral braking mechanism, requires 
no specialist training and is activated by pulling the 
release cord. The range includes a Workman Premier 
and Workman Utility full-body harness, and a rescue 
pole for activating the Latchways PRD if a worker 
becomes incapacitated.

Chicago Pneumatic has 
introduced its new series of 
electrically-powered light towers. 
The CPLB2 LED is the fourth 
LED light tower in the Chicago 
Pneumatic portfolio, joining the 
CPLT V15 LED, CPLB6 LED 
and CPLT H6 LED. 

Available in both metal and 
LED versions, CPLB2 light 
towers are designed with a choice 
of  high-quality bulbs to enhance 
visibility, wheels for optimal 
ease of  movement, and a robust 
canopy. They simply plug into a 
power source, such as an outlet 
or generator, for instant, reliable 
site lighting.

The CPLB2 LED light tower is 
ideal for construction, mining, and 
events. Featuring heavy-duty build-
up and high protection index (IP 
67), its four high-efficiency LED 
lamps give an average coverage of 
3 000m2 with a diameter of  61m, 
allowing 10 lux. 

“The newest addition to 
Chicago Pneumatic’s portfolio 
of  light towers offers improved 
luminosity and transportability, 
both essential for operators 
working in the dark hours. We have 
a firm commitment to offer our 
customers choices when it comes 
to light towers, ensuring efficiency 
for multiple applications. They 

are robust, efficient, and powerful 
enough for even the most 
demanding jobs,” says Ignacio 
Picatoste, spokesperson for light 
towers at Chicago Pneumatic. 

Easy service and 
transportability have also been 
factored into the design of  the 
new light tower. Its compact 
frame allows up to 32 units to 
be transported on a single truck 
and offers simple access points 
for maintenance work. 

Up to four CPLB2 LED light 
towers can be connected together 
and powered by one of  Chicago 
Pneumatic’s newly launched single 
portable inverters. 

Caterpillar launched new Cat 
Connect hardware and software 
at CONEXPO-CON/AGG 2017 
to enable equipment managers to 
connect all of  their assets — from 
the largest earthmover to the 
smallest generator, and including 
both light- and heavy-duty trucks 
and utility vehicles. New Cat 
Product Link technologies connect 
any brand and type of  equipment, 
powered or non-powered, all 
reporting through a single system: 
VisionLink. 

The new technologies offer 
multiple communications 
channels — cellular, satellite, and 
Bluetooth — to best match the 
type of  asset and the needs of  the 
user. The systems are designed 
for easy installation using plug-
and-play technology and apps for 

mobile devices. Battery backup 
for machine-powered devices and 
long-life batteries for units on 
non-powered assets help ensure 
reliable operation.

The new Product Link device 
for monitoring production 
machines has scalable features that 
enable increased data collection 
as needed — from machine hours 
and location through to machine 
health parameters and production 
numbers. In contrast, a new 
tracking device for non-powered 
assets, such as attachments and 
trailers, reports location only. 

The innovative device uses 
Bluetooth technology to connect 
with VisionLink, which enables 
managers to monitor equipment 
remotely using their smartphones, 
tablets, or desktop computers.

Hitachi unveiled two new 
excavator models that will become 
available to contractors within 
the next 12 months at this year’s 
CONEXPO-CON/AGG. The 
company also displayed models 
from all four major equipment 
classes: compact excavators, utility 
excavators, reduced-tail-swing 
excavators, and construction / 
production class excavators. 

In addition, the company 
introduced a new canopy option 
on an existing excavator model 
and formally launched ‘The Herd’: 
a new, exclusive group for Hitachi 
owners, operators, and fans. 

All of  Hitachi’s Dash-6 excavators 
feature Isuzu engines that deliver 
fuel-efficient and powerful 
performance, and do not require 
a diesel particulate filter (DPF). 
This lowers operating costs and 
minimises maintenance time. 

In addition to equipment, Hitachi 
also highlighted a number of 
technology innovations and options 
designed to help contractors get jobs 
done while keeping operating costs 
low, including an enhanced factory-
installed grade guidance system for 
its construction excavators, which 
complements the company’s existing 
grade reference-ready package. 

The new truck monitoring 
hardware is designed for 
retrofitting all brands of  light- and 
heavy-duty trucks, including pickup 
trucks, service trucks, and materials 

haulers. Using cellular technology, 
the system can provide information 
to enhance driver safety and 
to assist both production and 
maintenance managers. 

Chicago Pneumatic adds to its LED light tower offering

Smith Power Equipment introduces Kubota KX080-3S excavator
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The Kubota KX080-3S Super Series 8-ton excavator is ideal for jobs 
requiring extra power and performance in confined spaces. 

Smith Power Equipment (SPE), 
South African distributors of 
Kubota tractors and compact 
construction equipment, has 
announced the arrival of  the 
Kubota KX080-3S Super Series 
8-ton excavator, ideal for jobs 
requiring extra power and 
performance in confined spaces.

“The KX080-3S can do 
almost anything that larger, more 
conventional machines can do, 
but it can achieve this level of 
industrial performance on small, 
space-restricted construction sites. 
This makes the KX080-3S a unique 
proposition for local contractors 
needing real power in the congested 
urban environment,” says Tom 
Bloom, SPE general manager 
Construction Equipment division. 

The KX080-3S’s contoured 
tight tail design and shorter rear 
overhang ensures stability, making 
the excavator able to handle a wider 
range of  loads in significantly more 
restricted space than traditional tail 
swing excavators. 

The machine’s auto idle system 
lowers fuel consumption by up to 
10%, while its three-pump load-
sensing hydraulic system uses three 
independent pumps for boom, 
arm, and swivel for more efficient 
bucket operation. 

The KX080-3S uses a clean-
running 52.2kW Kubota diesel 
engine, and its 3331cc turbo 
direct-injection facility contributes 
to easy starting on cold mornings, 
low sound levels, and energy-saving 
fuel economy. 

The spacious cabin offers 
excellent visibility, minimising 
operator stress and fatigue, and 
is optimised to ensure maximum 
comfort.  “All three of  its access 

panels can open simultaneously,” 
says Bloom, “which enables easy 
inspection and access to the 
hydraulic components, battery, oil 
filter, and toolbox.” 


