
'· :. 

··. ' .. 
.,. 

-
' 

CAPil~L 
r 
en 
== w 
z 

Everything on mining and construction equipment 
DECEMBER 2016 



AGRICULTURE 

Kubota tractor clocks 5 500 trouble-free hours 

A Kubota tractor is working beyond 
expectations at Hartswater Pecan Nut 
farm in South Africa where it has clocked 
5 500 trouble-free hours. Owner Jens 
Tegethoff. who is passionate about what 
he does- farming- is nuts about his fleet 
of Kubotas. "Thei r re liability and power to 
weight ratio makes them perfect for Pecan 
Nut farming," he says. 

"When I started farming with my sister, 
Anke, she had a Kubota (ME9000). a make I 
had never used before. It wasn't long before 
its performance impressed me that I bought 
another, and then another and today I have 
six Kubotas. one of which, the L5040 model, 
has clocked 5 500 trouble-free hours," says 
Tegethoff. 

Anke has also recently taken delivery 
of a Kubota M9540 open station tractor, 
which is used for al l the heavier work on 
the farm, such as discing and spraying. "I 
bought th is unit because of the good ser
vice and re liability Jens got from his Kubo
tas, " she says. 

For Jens, he has paid his school fees 
when it comes to purchasing decisions, and 
the selling price alone isn't the only key con
sideration. "Many farmers fall into the trap 
of buying the cheapest and end up paying 
through their necks over the years. I have 
had other tractor brands and I can vouch 
that with the Kubotas, because of their fuel 
efficiency and reliability, the cost of owning 
them over t ime is the lowest I have known. 
This has saved me a lot of money even 
though the initial selling price might have 
been a little higher," he says. 

The main workhorse on Tegethoff's farm 
is the Kubota M9540 of which he has three. 
"The oldest of these has about 3 500 hours 

A Kubota M9540 open station tractor is used for all the heavier work on the farm, such as discing and 
spraying. 

on the clock and, again, we have had no prob
lems whatsoever with it." he says. "Also, it 
being a lightweight machine, we are able to 
use it without significant soil disturbance, 
which is especial ly important for our specific 
irrigation method." 

The M9540 is one of Kubota's best sellers. 
Re-engineered, restyled and powered by 
Kubota's famous Tier Ill compliant, 4 cylinder 
E-CDIS (centre direct injection system) diesel 
engine, the lightweight, short-wheelbase 
M40 tractor appeals to a wide range of users 

such as farmers, amenity professionals, 
contractors, to mention a few. 

One of the more popular features on the 
M9540 is the PTO operation. The small oper
ating lever is just under the steering column 
and is completely independent of the gear · 
system. The separate multi disc wet clutch 
pack is unusually free of any snatching ac
tion due to the flow control of the operating 
pressure and the overrun braking system. 
This is an important feature when spraying 
or mowing. 0 

BKT'S agricultural tyre line-up at EIMA 

International tyre maker BKT recently used 
the International Agricultural and Garden
ing Machinery Exhibition (EIMA) held in 
Bologna, Italy, to show a list of the star 
products for the agricultura l sector. 

BKT displayed one of its high-end 
products, the Agrimax Force, (IF 800/70 
R 42 size). Thanks to the IF technology, 
which has been further developed by BKT. 
the tyre features a higher load capacity 
at lower inflation pressure compared to 
a standard tyre of the same size, to the 
full benefit of the soil since compact ion 
is significantly reduced . Moreover, when 
moving from road to field usage and vice 
versa, Agrimax Force can t ravel at speeds 
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of up to 65 km/h without having to change 
the inf lation pressure. This turns into 
significant t ime savi ngs. 

For high-performance tractors, BKT 
presented its Agrimax Si rio, specifica lly 
designed for towing heavy loads. In spite 
of the high speeds that can be reached (up 
to 70 km/ h even if towing heavy loads), 
the tyre with class E speed index proves 
to be environmentally friendly, thanks to 

. the reduced ro lling resistance that helps .to 
save fuel and pollute less. 

The Agrimax Spargo is a tyre fitted on 
sprayers for row crops. To easily pass 
through the rows without damaging the 
crops and to reduce soil compaction as 

much as possible. Agrimax Spargo precise
ly meets these requirements. Moreover, it 
offers greater load capacity compared to 
a standard tyre with the same size and in
flation pressure, thanks to BKT's VF tech
nology. 

For agro-industrial applica tions, BKT 
showcased two tyres. the Multimax MP 
522 (size 460/70 R 24) and Con Star (size 
400/70 - 20). Multimax MP 522 is a radi
al tyre featuring a reinforced bead and a 
steel-belted casing, which provides great
er grip, good puncture resistance, sound 
load capacity, and improved stability- cru
cial properties when carrying out excavl!t
ing and loading operations. 0 


