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CONSTRUCTION NEWS 

New Cats load in 

Caterpillar has launched its new L Series 
medium wheel loaders, the 966L and 972L, 
said to apply proven technologies sys
tematically and strategically to meet cus
tomers' high expectations for reliability, 
productivity, fuel efficiency and long ser
vice life. The new L Series medium wheel 
loaders are said to be more powerful and 
fuel-efficient than predecessor models. 
thanks to a range of improvements. These 
include a significant drive-train and hy
draulic-system refinement; operator safety 
and convenience enhancements; proven 
Z-bar li nkage; Cat Performance Series 
buckets; as well as options such as auto
matic traction control. enhanced ride con
trol system and Cat Connect Technologies. 

Heavy duty components, such as the 
Caterpillar designed ACERT engines, trans
missions and axles. reduce the ri sk of prema
ture wear resulting in increased uptime and 
reduced operat ing costs over the lifetime of 
the machine. The 966L and 972L are powered 
by the Cat C9.3 ACERT engine with maximum 
gross power ratings ranging from 227 to 
242 kW (309 to 330 hp). The loaders' operat
ing weights range from 23 000 to 25 000 kg. 

The updated and refined Cat ACERT en
gines offer increased power of 10% in the 
966L and 5% in the 972L (compared with the 
H series) to improve machine performance 
and response. The 966L and 972L use a 
4F/4R planetary power-shift. A high-capacity 
torque converter in both models uses a lock
up clutch for efficient grade and high-speed 
performance, and the Caterpil lar Advanced 
Productivity Electronica lly Controlled (APEC) 
control system mainta ins torque flow during 
range shifts for faster acceleration on ramps 

and smoother shifts in the transmission's di
rect-drive mode. 

In addition, the Integrated Braking System 
(IBS) regulates downshifting in proportion 
to the requi red braking force, resulting in 
smoother downshifts and increased de.celer
ation control. The IBS prolongs service brake 
life, lengthens axle-oil change intervals, re
duces axle-oi l temperatures and improves 
transmission-neutraliser performance - re
sulting in faster cycles. 

To expand the versatil ity of L Series mod
els with work tools such as forks, grapple 
buckets. dozer blades, rakes and plows. the 
Cat Fusion Coupler System allows fast tool 
changes and provides performance identi
cal to pin-on tools. The coupler's advanced 
wedging mechanism creates a tight. rat
tle-free attachment and long service life. The 
new models are. also up to 15% more fuel 
efficient compared with H Series predeces
sors. The power-dense ACERT engines are 
said to burn less fuel by providing power 
and torque when needed. Gat's innovative 
powertra in. hydraulic, cooling and elec
tronic systems intelligently lower average 
working engine speeds and reduce overall 
system heat loads. resulting in significantly 
improved performance and fuel efficiency. 
Furthermore. the Economy Moae is said to 
provide maximum fuel savings with minimal 
productivity impact. 

Meanwhile, Cat LINK technologies. such 
as the Product Link system. help fl eet own
ers manage equipment ut ilisation and lower 
owning and operat ing costs through the on
line Visionlink interface. which tracks critical 
items, such as location. hours. fuel usage, 
diagnostic codes and idle time. 0 

KUBOTA'S U30 MINI-EXCAVATOR 
GAINS MORE GROUND IN KZN 

Smith Power Equipment, the authorised 
Kubota distributor in South Africa. reports 
that the Japanese compact equipment 
manufacturer's U30 mini excavator is 
gaining popularity across South Africa, 
especia lly in the KwaZulu-Natal reg ion. 

Mike Docherty, owner of upcoming con
struction company Doc Con, has been im
pressed by the machine. "At first I was a 
little worried about the hydraulic power of 
the Kubota U30 as it is very small and com
pact, but I was later surpri sed." he says. "The 
machine has a great power to size ratio. It 
can work in a range of applications including 
digging trenches, closing trenches with the 
dozer blade, as well as anything else we may 
need from a machine three times its size." 

For Docherty, the 1,8 ~ of fuel per hour 
consumption rate is outstanding. "It is a very 
fuel-efficient. machine and has proven to 
be very re liable. In our business. controlling 
operational costs is vital and a machine that 
works with this sort of power. whi le it is so 
cost-efficient is a real boon to the business. 
We have had no problems with the U30 and 
our Kubota dealer in the area. Sameer, has 
given us a wonderful service overal l." 

Kubota excavators ushered in the future 
of compact construction machinery with 
advanced features such as Auto Idle and 
LCD panel with self-diagnosis function. 
The U30's Auto Idle system helps save up 
to 1 0% fuel. When the control levers are 
in neutral for more than four seconds. the 
engine idles automatically. When any control 
lever is moved, the engine immediately 
engages. This feature reduces noise. exhaust 
emissions and running costs. 0 



AGRICULTURE NEWS 

ENHANCING KUBOTA'S FORTUNES 
AMONG BLACK FARMERS IN KZN 

Errol Boulle. who joined Kubota's sales team in 2011. has transformed the Japanese tractor 
maker's fortunes among black farmers in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. 

"Before Boul le joined. it was common for black farmers in KwaZulu-Natal area to use our 
competitors' products," says Paul Mannix, dealer principal at Ritchie Auto Empangeni Farm 
Division. distributors of Kubota in the region. "We have had almost no business with black 
farmers in this area but Boulle has turned this situation around." 

A good example of this is a recent recapitalisation deal, which is being managed by 
Gledhow Sugar Company, where capital equipment - including a Kubota 9540 tractor 
will be going to a black farmer. "For this kind of deal, using Kubota is virtually unheard 
of in this area and the fact that the brand was chosen in th is instance can only be put 
down to Boulle's knowledge of tractors. his wealth of experience and the respect that the 
community has for him as a person," says Mannix. 0 

Improving processes in seeding applications 

Loading situations and applications vary 
across various industries. For one user the 
classic load hook will do and they might 
just want to expand it by using lifting 
strops and loops; for another it must 
be a professional attachment optimally 
adjusted for the application. While one 
user is happy with the traditional twin 
ground controls, the other prefers a state
of-the-art rad io remote control system. for 
example. with a display, and everything the 
latest technology has to offer. according to 
crane manufacturer ATLAS. 

Having already been active in the export 
business for decades. ATLAS is well 
positioned to meet these variations. from 
folding to long-boom cranes, from simple 
features all the way to a "Swiss army 
knife" version to cater for the different 

customers' material handling applications. 
Its small T crane. which can be mounted 

to a seeding machine in agricultura l ap
plications, is said to significantly improve 
processes. It serves to keep the system 
free from stones or similar objects, which 
can affect the mechanism or even stop it. 

The crane is equipped with ACM (Atlas 
Crane Management). which allows the 
driver to fully concentrate on work at hand, 
while ACM monitors operational safety. 
For trouble-free operation. the system is 
fully monitored in real time; this includes 
overload protection, emergency switch-off 
and other safety-relevant devices. 

The standard radio remote control lets 
the operator operate work functions as 
well as control setup functions such as 
support and lateral hydraulic extension. 0 

Relocating to new premises 
at 55 Harris Rd, lsandovale 
OUR SERVICES INCLUDE: 

• Sales of New & Used SANY mobile & crawler cranes 

• Calibrations & load Testing of mobile cranes 

• Customised Branding & Spraypainting 

• Training & Certification for operators 

• Workshop & On-site Servicing 

• Refurbishing of equipment 

• Breakdown Call-outs 

• Spare Parts 

l ee Crawler Cranes (from 50t - 3600t) 

l RC Rough Terrain Cranes (from 35t- 50t) 

AVAILABLE USED CRANES INCLUDE: 

• 2008 Sany QY25C 125tl R 1 200 000 
• 1997 Grove AT990E 180tl R 1 950 000 

Finance options available www.tafs.co.za 
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Trade & Asset Funding Sol.ltions IPtyl Ltd 

18 Saligna Street • Hughes • Witfield Ext 30 • Boksburg 

Tel: (011) 823 2028 • eMail: johan@saxeni.co.za 
www.saxeniequi pment .co.za 

Proud supplier of 

SANY 
Quality Changes t he World 


