


'SEASONAL SERVICES' from Ritlee 

R itlee, a South African family business, 
has been in operation for 33 years. 
From supplying simply the 7~0 In

dustrial Rotary Mower, which remains a 
best seller, the company now offers wood 
chippers, wood shavers, compost turners, 
lawnmowers and related equipment to the 
agricultural, forestry and sawmill industries 
as well as to parks, commercial properties, 
schools and other institutions that are re
quired to upkeep large premises. Started 
by Marc Custers, Ritlee has become well 
known for listening to its customers and 
supplying equipment and solutions that are 
of value. The company operates from Se
benza in Johannesburg and has an office on 
the KZN South Coast. 

Many of the products supplied by Ritlee are 
designed in-house and manufactured lo
cally. They take into account the conditions 
in which they will operate and, where re
quired, will offer a customised solution for a 
particular application. 

The company offers the following locally 
manufactured products, known as the 'yel
low range': 
• Ritlee RHM garden and small farmer 

chippers and hammer mil l. 
• Ritlee 1 00 Junior vyood Chipper and 

Grinder. 
• Ritlee 225 Termight Wood Chipper with 

both trailer and PTO options. 
• Ritlee Compost Trommel screen. 
• Ritlee Compost Turner. 
• Ritlee Wood Shaver for the chicken and 

horse industries. 
• 750 Ritlee Industrial rotary mowers. 
• Springkaan lawnmower. 
• Ritlee Slasher Mowers, Mulch Mowers 

and Hay Cutters. 

THE FUTURE IS HERE 

Smith Power Equipment (SPE), distributor 
of Toro grounds and turf equipment in 
Southern Africa, has announced the ar

rival of one of Toro's finest utility vehicles, the 
Workman GTX series. 

SPE's Stephen Mangold says that the Work
man GTX is of such quality that it represents 
the future of easy, efficient and economi-

. cal operation on golf courses, parks, farms, 
small -holdings and anywhere where carrying 
materials over unus~al terrain is required. 
"The Workman GTX is a grounds and turf 
crossover vehicle that boasts an unequalled 
combination of comfort, utility and control, 
making it superior to any competitive product 
cin the market right now," says Mangold. "The 
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In addition, the company imports and is a 
dealer for Morbark, Wright, Barber Beach 
cleaners, Backhus Compost turners and 
Koham Power pruners. The ranges here in
clude hand-fed wood chippers (150 mmm 
to 508 mm); tree stump grinders, recycling 
equipment, industrial rotary mowers, beach 
cleaners, compost turners, tyre cutters and 
shredders and power pruners for the citrus, 
grape, nut, olive and forestry industries . 

According to Nicolas Custers who manages 
the Johannesburg branch of the company, 
working within their industry it is important 
to be able to offer 'seasonal' services to cli
ents. In winter, for example, there is less 
need for lawnmowers, but it is a good time 
to cut down unwanted trees and use, for 
example, the Ritlee 225 PTO wood chipper 
- with mulcher - to reduce wood chips to a 
size suitable for bulking up animal feed or 
for use as mulch in park beds. This tech
nique can also be extremely valuable during 
times of drought when grass is at a premi
um and there are herds of cattle or batches 
of chickens to be fed . 

The RHM 800 wood chipper can be used as 
a grinder and offers the option of different 
sized grates, to the size that they can be 
used to make mealie meal suitable for hu
man consumption. This piece of machinery 
is used by small farmers in particular as it is 
both effective and cost effective. 

The Ritlee wood shaver is ideal for making 
soft bedding for pigs, horses, sheep and 
chickens. 

Crucial to the upkeep of land is compost. 
Composting and compost provide numer
ous opportunities for farmers or park-keep-

GTX's increased power, improved steering and 
exclusive suspension and braking systems 
.make it the most versatile, practical and com
fortable utility vehicle in its class." 

He adds that amongst the most important dif
ferentiating factors of the Workman GTX are 
its futuristic features, including: 
• Comfort - coil-over shocks all around the 

vehicle deliver greater suspension, travel 
and adjustability resulting in a smoother 
ride and less operator fatigue. 

• Control - an automotive-grade rack and 
pinion steering system provides more 
control and lowers steering effort in loaded 
and empty operation. 

• Versatility - the Workman GTX is adaptable 
for any task. Two or four-seat configurations 
come with bench or bucket seats. Durability 

ers to improve their production systems. 
There is also the possibility of potential in
come either from selling surplus compost 
or from increased production supported by 
compost-improved soil. The TM3 compost 
turner hooks onto a tractor for windrow 
composting. This process aerates the com
post making it organic and brown in colour, 
which is ideal for plants. The organic matter 
in compost improves soil nutrient-holding 
and water-retaining capabilities which, in 
turn, reduces fertilizer requirements and 
erosion while the enhancing soi l. Wood 
chips can be added to the compost to feed 
the bacteria. The machine is ideal for mak
ing compost on site. 

The company's business has extended into 
Africa and Ritlee sells equipment in Kenya, 
Zambia, Botswana, Mauritius and Mada
gascar. Aftersales support is offered to all 
customers and spares are kept on hand for 
Morbark products. A great benefit of using 
Ritlee products, however, is that most of 
them can be serviced at an average lawn
mower shop, and belts and bearing are 
available over the counter. The only items 
that are imported are the bl?des. 0 

-virtually unbreakable exterior components 
and a powder-coated frame and underbody 
give the Workman GTX superior durability. 

• Power - whether you choose the 429 cc 
petrol or 48 V ac electric Workman GTX, 
power and performance come standard. 
An improved power to weight ratio boosts 
payload capacity and productivity. 0 


