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Figure 2: Wheat producers' percentage share of the retail price of white bread (20 15/16) 

agri iNuus/ News 
bought o loaf of white bread, the raw 

material (wheat) simply costs R2 .38 in 

comparison to the tota l loaf of bread at 

R 11 .7 6. For example if one loaf consists 

of 21 slices, the former's income equals 4 
slices while the rest of the wheat-to-bread 

va lue chain enjoys th~ rest of the slices 

(Figure 2) . 

Conclusion 
It is im perative for consumers and 

other stakeholders to be made aware 

that increases in bread prices are not 
necessarily linked to increases in the wheat 

former' s payments (producer prices), but 

rather con be attributed to costs fu rther 

down the value cha in. D 

New Kubota L45 packed with power 
Smith Power Equipment {SPE) recently introduced the Kubota L45 diesel TLB {tractor, loader, backhoe) into the 
southern African market. With its hydrostatic transmission L45 is ideal for contractors, landscapers, rental users 
and homeowners wanting professional results as it is packed with power. 

S 
PE's Kubota brand manager Deon ' · '" 

Engelke says that the Kubota L45 

TLB not only has the muscle one 

needs for almost any job, but its 

advanced technologies provide the 

versatil ity that is requi red in the segments in 

wh ich this machine operates. 

"The L45 was not built on ly for power 

and versati lity. It was also designed to 

be comfortable for the operator. In line 
with Kubota's obsession to ensure that o 

comfortable operator is a productive one, it 
has increased the width between the fenders 

on the L45 by nearly 75mm and has used 

some of that room to odd armrests. The 

L45 also features o full flat deck for easy 

mounting and dismounting, as well as the 
always easy-to-read lntellipanel®," Engelke 

says. 
In addition the L45's distinctive slant new 

hood design is not just for good looks. This 
unique styling offers operators o greater 

field of view, allowing them to see more of 
what is in front of them. 

" Importantly with o machine that has so 

ma ny functions, the hydraulic engineering 

is all-important. All hydraulic hoses ore 

routed through the boom and arm for 

improved hose protection and durabi lity 

- not to mention the improved visibility," 

Engelke adds. 

Backhoe 
With the L45's HST Plus transmission 

its heavy-duty backhoe operates more 

effectively than ever and combining the HST 

Plus with the new backhoe crawling mode 

significantly increases productivity. 

The backhoe has a 3 m digging depth, 

a standard hydrau lic thumb and a high 

performance inching valve. Also, the 

optional quick coupler helps to change 

buckets in o "snap". This is the perfect 

option for those who do o lot of bucket 

work and frequently change bucket types. 

Front loader 
Excellent operation, better visib ility and 

superior versatil ity ore just some of the 

reasons the L45's performance-matched 

loader is considered unrivalled for power 

and productivity. With 1 600kg of breakout 

force, 1 OOOkg of lift capacity and a 

2.8 m lift -height, these robust loaders 

hove the strength and reach for most 

pro jects. 

An important feature when using the 

front loader is the slanted boom, which 

matches the L45's hood and provides 

operato rs with a greater field view when 

changing attachments. 

The quick coupler is real operational 

boon. It is simple to use and no tools ore 

required for easy on/off buckets, pallet 

forks etc. 
"The L45' s independent PTO allows you 

to engage and disengage the rear PTO 

while the tractor is in motion. This means 

there is no need to stop the tractor to 

engage or disengage the rear PTO ensuring 
the enormously high productivity levels that 

Kubota has become famous for. Also, fo r 

safer and more convenient PTO use, the 
L45 features an auto shut-off and protective 

slip-up shields," Engelke says. 

Contact Deon Engelke on 011 284 
2000 or visit www.kubotasa.co.za 
(This article was published in Form Tech, 
March April 2016.) £1 
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