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Maintain generators for optimum ROI 
Tom Bloom, general manager fo~ the 

construction equipment div isio n of 

SPESmith Power Equipment (SPE), dis

tributors of Kipor generators, says that 

one of the problems in the industry is 

that, because of the intermittent nature 

of load shedding, owners are not servic

ing their generators properly. "This can 

have a serious effect on the longevity of 

the equipment, " he says. 

"Even if you are only using the gen

erator a few times a year, one should 

perform maintenance according to the 

prescribed plan to get the best return 

on one's investment. We also find that 

a generator is often 'out of sight and out 

of mind' and when it's needed , there are 

often problems due to a lack of mainte

nance." he says. 

Firstly, part of the maintenance plan 

is to ensure that the generator is in the 

right location. The following should be 

taken into account: 

• Generators produce poisonous gases, 

' which need to be expelled outdoors , 

hence they should be installed out

doors, under a roof, or in a room with 

good ventilation. 

• A generator needs to have a good 

airflow to ensure it does not over

heat, hence the roof should not be 

too low and the area shou ld be well 

ventilated, making sure all gases are 

extracted. 

• To be able to get at the generator 
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for maintenance purposes, it needs 

at least 1.0 m on each side for easy 

access. 

• The generator should be positioned 

close to the distribution board to 

reduce cabling and installation costs. 

"Servicing and maintenance need not be 

time consuming or expensive - on the 

contrary! they save significantly on time 

and money in the long run ," he continues. 

"A generator, like a motor vehicle, needs 

to be serviced regularly to prolong its life. 

The first service should take place after 

50 hours and , at the very least thereafter, 

once annual ly or every 250 hours. 

"All Kipor dealers countrywide have 

qualified technicians that are fully 

equipped to service generators to ensure 

the integrity and lifespan of the invest

ment," he concludes. 
www.smithpower.co.za 

Link master and sensors for smarter manufacturing 
The new 10-Link master for the Allen

Bradley POI NT 1/0 system and 10-Link 

enabled sensors from Rockwell Auto

mation go beyond detecting machine 

problems to enhancing machine produc

tivity. These enhanced sensors simplify 

configuration , monitor machine health, 

and communicate data and diagnostics 

in real time via the global 10-Link com

munication protocol. 

Traditional sensors merely send on/off 

status information. If a sensor fails , users 

only know when an operation goes awry 
downstream. 10-Link-enabled sensors 
provide a continuous flow of diagnostic 

information from the production line, 

helping to better predict maintenance 

needs. 
"These smart sensors create smarter 

machines for smarter manufacturing, " 

says Christo Buys, business manager for 

control systems, Rockwell Automation , 
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sub-Saharan Africa. "Based on 10-

Link technology, our smart sensors 

and 1/0 are enabling technologies for 

the connected enterprise, wh ich in 

tegrates control and information. The 

result is seamless visibility of field data 

through Rockwe ll Automation 

Integrated Architecture control 

systems. " 
The new sensors featuring 

embedded 10-Link operate 

the same as standard 1/0 

sensors u nti I connected to a 
master. Once interfaced wi th an 

10-Link master, users can access 

advanced data and configuration 

capabilities while using the same three

wire cab les. 
Users can also program sensors and 

control lers in the same design environ

ment. The Rockwell Software Studio 

5000 Logix Designer software combines 

I Products and services I 

Automation starter kit with 
MAC Sysmac Studio 
Responding to the globa l trend , Omron has 
introduced its new NJ 1 and NX7 machine 

automation control lers (MACs), which further 
expand the range at the heart of the Sysmac 
automat ion platform. The re lease of NJ 1 and 
NX7 enables a w ide ra nge of automation solu
tions from cutting-edge, advanced production 
systems to simple machines. 

The scalabi l ity of these MACs is further 
complemented by the new NJ 1, the entry-level 
controller for up to two axes, which is fully com
patible w ith NJ5/ NJ3 MACs. The NJ 1 enables 
the Sysmac solution to be used with existing 
prod uct ion equipment. Sharing a common 
concept, dimensions, general specif ications, 
and functions, the NJ 1 is idea l for machines 
with few axes. 

With archi tecture that can quickly incor
porate the latest information communication 
technology (ICT), Sysmac offers a highly innova
tive manufacturing envi ronment. It does this by 
creating a variety of application functionalities 
using software and by connecti ng to t heir ow n 
and th ird party factory automation hardware and 
design tools, such as 3D si mulators. 

The NX7 is the flagship model , which of
fers speed w ithout compromising re liability. It 
provides the industry's fastest processi ng speed 
thanks to the Intel Core i7 quad-core processor 
and large memory capacity. Focusing on the 
future of soph isticated production sites using 
the Internet of Th ings, Omron has developed 

this integrated controller to provide users with 
sca lability beyond the framework of previous 
controllers and PLCs. 

The sta rter kit includes the industry's fast
est MACs, the NX7 and NJ 1 basic machine 
controlle r. www. omron.com 

Communication between 
operator and sensors means more 

useful information for decision -making. 

design and engineering elements in a 
single interface, enabling users to access 

1/0 and configuration data across the 

integrated architecture system. 

www.rockwellautomation.co.za 
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