
KUBOTA AFFORDABLE FOR YOUR FARM 

 

Kubota delivers maximum work with minimum diesel consumption in vineyard 

Fuel consumption is one of the few input costs where a table grape farmer can make 

significant savings. That is why the Beukes brothers of De Doorns were looking for smaller 

tractors that could do the same work in the vineyards as the bigger tractors, but with less 

fuel consumption. Pieter Beukes approached all the tractor agencies in the area and asked 

them to come and show him what they’ve got. 

 

 

Pieter says when Kubota’s people arrived on his farm with the B2420 he thought they were 

bringing his kids a toy for the sand pit, but the little tractor's workforce soon amazed him.  

 

He says: “I got behind the wheel, hitched the biggest grape trailer and loaded it 

hunchbacked, as I wanted to show them this tractor is a nice toy for my children, not a 

work tractor.” Pieter says he towed the grapes without any problems from the river at the 

bottom of his farm to the shed at the top and only had to gear down at the last hill before 

the shed and also to slow down to go around the shed.  

 

The Kubota B2420 stayed behind on the farm for further testing. Next Pieter attached a 

sulphur beam to the tractor. The worker applying the sulphur was full of praises, as he 

“could sit up nice and straight, didn’t touch a single bunch of grapes and didn’t need to aim 

when he turned into a row”. 

 

According to Pieter you’re halfway there when your tractor driver likes the tractor – then it’s 

up to the tractor to do the work. The next test was a block of grapes with soft sand and a full 

load of grapes. The courageous Kubota stopped short, but the operator changed to four-

wheel drive and they were soon out of trouble. 

 

That was when Pieter phoned his brother and said: “I’ve got a tractor here that works 

unbelievably well - at the price of a quad bike”. The B2420 then went to De Modderdrift, 

where it also proved its worth in the mud.  

 

Two days later the Beukes brothers bought six small Kubotas and the savings of thousands 

of Rands per month tells the rest of the story. 



 

However, this wasn’t Pieter’s first experience with Kubota. Earlier, after thorough 

comparison to other brands in the same class, he had bought some of the bigger models in 

the series, the M7040, specifically for spraying the vineyards. The diesel consumption of the 

other brands varied from 10,2 to 6,8 litres per hour, compared to Kubota’s 4,4 litres per 

hour. 

 

 
 

Pieter calculated that he would save R154 000 on fuel per tractor over ten years, but the 

tractors were a bit expensive. However, Deon and Leonard Engelke from Kubota SA 

suggested a favourable agreement to make the purchase worthwhile. 

 

A Kubota for every purpose 

Pieter’s farm manager, Jaco Lötter, says they now have a Kubota for every task on the farm. 

The bigger tractors are used for bigger loads and to work in the vineyards high up against 

the mountain. 

 

Then there is the L39 TLB for swift excavation and loading of soil for filling as well as lifting 

tasks and an RTV for smaller jobs. 

 

The smaller Kubota tractors are utilised in the other vineyards, as they can easily manoeuvre 

under and between the grapes, can swivel sharply from one row to the next and, as proven 

time and time again, work hard in exchange for the minimum diesel. 

 

Let’s get spraying! 

The next challenge was to use the B2420 for spraying. This meant finding a sprayer that can 

efficiently be pulled and driven by a 17,9 kW tractor.  
 

After months of research they found a sprayer in the Martignani series that could work, but 

a few adjustments had to be made in order for the tractor and the sprayer, which needed 

17,7 kW, to work together efficiently. 

With the support of the local Kubota team and Mr Martignani, who visited with his chief 

engineer from Italy, the necessary adjustments were made and the tests went smoothly. 

 

Jaco says: "It is all about technology and power being utilised in the right place. The 

sprayer company looked at pulley wheel sizes to achieve the same wind speed from the 

blowers behind the sprayer, but at a lower tractor force.” This year the small Kubota 

tractors and two of the new sprayers will do all the spray work on the farm. Pieter says the 



tractors will indeed be tested to full capacity, but he is confident that they will be able to do 

the work. 

 

 
 

In addition to fuel consumption, the containment of damage is also important. During grape 

season bunches hang lower and the back wheels of the bigger tractors damage the grapes. 

With the smaller tractors there is no mechanical damage.  

SA farmers receive special Kubota attention 

Deon Engelke from Kubota SA says a team of engineers from the Japanese company is 

currently visiting the country to specifically speak to South African farmers about their 

experiences and suggestions for improvements.  

 

He says now that enough farmers in the country are starting to support Kubota, the 

company is ploughing back. Where local farmers currently get to buy the European series, 

models can be developed in future specifically for South African conditions. This only 

happens when more than a hundred units of each model are sold in a country.  

 

Deon says South African farmers must first get used to the idea that you must use the right 

tractor for the right work and that a smaller tractor can move on the forefront of 

technology, with modern developments such as a hydrostatic drive system. 

 

This means gear change happens automatically and smoothly, so that the engine revolutions 

are exactly correct throughout for the work that needs to be done. This, together with 

Kubotas innovative three swirl combustion chamber, is the big secret to Kubota’s fuel 

consumption.  

 

As Pieter said: “I really cannot understand why all table grape farmers haven’t yet bought 

at least one or two of these small tractors. If only they knew how much mechanical 

damage they can eliminate, not to mention savings on diesel usage, they would pay for 

that tractor with a smile.” 

 



For more information on the range and to find your nearest dealer, phone Deon Engelke on 

011 284 2000 or visit www.kubotasa.co.za 

 

Photos: 

The guys from Kubota, Leonard and Deon Engelke, and Phillip Hanekom from KH 

Trekkerdienste, with Jaco Lötter, farm manager. 

 

With so much head space the operator can easily sit up straight and the B2420 pulls the 

1 000 litre cart easily. 

 

The drops were expertly captured by the camera’s flash, so you can see the exact spray 

pattern of the vineyard sprayer being pulled by the small Kubota B2420. (Photo: Pieter 

Beukes) 

 


