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, SAVE ASTLE 
The placing of the stone was then followed by 
a large rock armour which should go some way 
to securing the future of this historic building. 

Greater power and torque 
The new DX300SLR-5 is powered by the Scania 
DC9 5-cylinder diesel engine, with an output 
of 202 kW of power at 1 800 rpm, providing 
a huge 27% increase in engine power and a 
massive 30% boost in torque over the LC-3 
model. The engine meets Stage IV emission 
regulations without the need of a diesel 
particulate filter (DPF), through the use of 
cooled exhaust gas recirculation (EGR) and 
selective cata lyst reduction {SCR) after-treat
ment technologies. 

To help meet Stage IV regu lation s, Doosan 
has added a mass airflow sensor and exhaust 
brake to the engine. The mass airflow sensor 
allows the electronic control unit to improve 
the management of airflow provided by the 
variable geometry turbocharger and to opti
mise fuel delivery to the combustion chamber 
based on air intake volume and rpm. 

With the Scania engine, new innovative 
and exclusive features have been introduced, 
leading to fuel consumption reductions 
amounting to an average of 10% compared 
with the previous Stage I liB machine. D 
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EXCAVATORS 

COMPACT AND EFFICIEN·T 
David Shelley, managing director of leading plant 
hire company, Mini Loaders Plant Hire says he is 
pleased with the performance of the Kubota mini 
excavators that he acquired from Smith Power 
Equipment (SPE). 

r.::-J Shelley has been in the excavation rental business since 1994 and 
~ his company concentrates on compact excavators in five different 

sizes and telescopic handlers - from compact to high-reach. 
"I originally met with SPE and its Kubota representatives from Japan to 

discuss the specifications we required and they were co-operative. We were 
not interested in glass cabs as these tend to break in the harsh conditions 
we work in. The Kubota excavators that we were supplied with were ROPS 
approved: the operators work in a comfortable environment with better 
all-round visibility," says Shelley. 

He adds that these machines are being used by major South African 
contractors on several JRA road and bridge upgrades and also on the devel
opment of the Rea Vaya bus rapid transit (BRT) infrastructure. 

Shelley says that one of the advantages of the Kubota excavators is that 
he has been able to do some modifications, specifically attaching his own 
quick-hitch system, allowing him to quickly interchange buckets of various 
sizes with demolition hammers. ·we do a lot of demolition work and the 
ability to change from bucket to hammer quickly is a major advantage for 
us in terms of productivity," he says. 

He also praises the Kubota's boom-swing, which allows the mini exca
vator to operate without having to move while the zero tail-swing radius 
always keeps it within track-width when swivelling. "These features enable 
operation in tight and confined spaces,· he says. The integration of the boom 
and zero tail swing radius was a game-changing technology for Kubota. 

<- Tom Bloom, SPE general manager construction equipment division, says, 
in addition to Kubota's dominant position globally in the field of compact 
industrial diesel engines below lOOHP, it has made its successes in the 

·mini-excavator market unparalleled. 'By the end of 2008, Kubota had sold 
more than 340 000 mini excavators and since then it has enjoyed the No.1 
market share worldwide." 13 


