


KwaZulu-Natal 
macadamia farmer 
Richard Wichmann 

is clearly delighted 
with his new Kubota 
U50-5 mini-excavator.

“Four main features 
really impress me,” he 
says. “Fuel efficiency, 
compact design, long reach 
and lack of tail swing.”

With no tail swing, the 
circle prescribed by the 
rear of the rotating cabin 
stays inside the width of 
the tracks. This allows 
the operator to focus on 
digging without having 
to check constantly where 
his rear is swinging. This 
makes the Kubota ideal 
for working in confined 
spaces or next to a wall. 

Richard has used the 
Kubota to mix compost, 
dig trenches for irrigation 
pipes and load trailers. 
In the orchard, the U50-5 

digs 200ℓ-sized holes 
and fills them in with 
topsoil and compost so 
that newly planted trees 
have loose, nutritious 
soil for root growth. In 
canefields, the excavator 
deep-rips down to 600mm 
with an adapted subsoil 
ripper when preparing 
to plant sugarcane.

Average diesel 
consumption is 4,3ℓ/hour. 
Attachments include a 
standard digging bucket, 
a trenching bucket 
and a large bucket for 
mixing compost. 

The Tecman TM65-V5 
hydraulic breaker can 
split large rocks down 
to a manageable size 
for removal. Thanks to 
the machine’s compact 
working parameters, 
Richard has even used it to 
break up the concrete floor 
of a 6m x 7m shed.  ▪FW

BELOW:
The Kubota 
is useful 
for clearing 
drainage ditches 
on the farm.
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The new Kubota U50-5 mini-excavator is a highly versatile farm machine, as well-known KwaZulu-
Natal macadamia farmer, Richard Wichmann, has discovered. Joe Spencer reports.

The can-do Kubota U50-5

JOE SPENCER

For more information on the equipment  
mentioned in this report, phone 011 889 0836 or email  
farmersweekly@caxton.co.za. Subject line: Equipment.
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ABOVE: The overall width of the Kubota U50-5 is only 1 960mm.

ABOVE: Bonginkosi Pshutsha (left) and Richard Wichmann use the 
Kubota U50-5 with an hydraulic breaker to break up a concrete floor.

BELOW: The Kubota U50-5 being used to dig holes for planting trees.


