


about a possible joint venture which will see Air passenger services. Boeing 737 -300s to drive the carrier's strong growth 
in southern Africa. Austral operate wide body aircraft on the route St 

Denis- Maputo- Lisbon. 
Should talks succeed, Air Austral will order a pair 

of new Boeing 787-8s. 

ALGERIAN START-UP 
Algiers - Felix Airways is a new start up Algerian

based passenger airline that plans to operate a fleet 

of eight Boeing 737s by 2019. 
The carrier has taken delivery of its first aircraft, 

a Boeing 737-300, leased from Alexandria Airlines 
and plans to eventually operate services to 
destinations in Africa , Asia and the Middle East 
including Bahrain, the UAE and Saudi Arabia. 

WIDEBODY SERVICES 
Tunis - Tunisair will commence Airbus A330-200 
operations on June 2 following the delivery of the 
first of two aircraft. 

Services will be operated to Dakar, Nouakchott, 
Dubai, Istanbul, Jeddah, Montreal and Paris-Orly. 

CHINESE JETS 
Brazzaville - The Government of the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo has ordered three Chinese 
manufactured ARJ21 passenger jets for delivery by 

the end of 2016. 
One will be finished in a VIP configuration while 

the remaining two will operated scheduled 

MINI-TRACTOR PUT 
THROUGH ITS PACES 

TWO TOUGH tests were held at 
Wonderboom Airport, Pretoria, 
recently to assess the towing 

capability of the Kubota L3200 diesel 
tractor, the smallest in the Kubota L
series at 32 hp {24 kW), in being able to 
haul and manoeuvre aircraft the size of 
corporate jets on the apron and into and 
out of hangars. 

In the initial test, this small workhorse 
hauled a Pilatus PC-6 aircraft, weighing 
2 200 kg, in and out of its hanger. The 
demonstration was observed by 
representatives of the South African 
Police Services (SAPS) and the Pilatus 

Aircraft company; the Pi latus PC-6 is used 
by SAPS for patrol work. 

Having successfully completed the task, 
a further challenge was set: The Kubota 
L3200 was hooked up to a Cessna Citation 
Sovereign nine-seater business jet, the 
total weight of which was just over 11 000 
kg. Using only two wheel drive, the tough 
and versatile Kubota L3200 hauled the 
aircraft from its hanger, up an inclined 
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EGYPTIAN LAUNCH 
Cairo- FlyEgypt is another new carrier that started 
services recently using a single leased Boeing 737-
800. 

AIRBUS DECISION 
Abidjan -Airbus has been chosen to supply new 

passenger aircraft to Air Cote d'lvoire. Plans call for 
up to 10 new jets to be delivered by 2010. 

AMBITIOUS PLANS 
Rabat - Royal Air Maroc has ambitious plans to 
replace its soon to be retired Boeing 747-400 with 
either an Airbus A380 or Boeing 7 4 7 -8i. 

The aircraft will be used on the airline's 
passenger services and to fly large groups of 
passengers during the busy summer season and 
Hajj pilgrimages. 

It will also function as a VIP transport for the 
president when needed. 

The airline also plans to replace its current fleet 
of Boeing 737s and has approached Airbus and 
Boeing for offers. 

BOEING TENDER 
Harare - Regional carrier, FlyAfrica, is planning to 
significantly expand its aircraft fleet with a tender to 
be issued for the supply of up to twenty leased 

FURTHER EXPANSION 
Lagos- Medview Airlines is showing steady growth 
and has taken delivery of an additional two Boeing 
737 -400s with the carrier reporting more growth in 

the near term. 

TURBOPROP DECISION 
Harare- Air Zimbabwe, is reported to be looking at 
adding an undisclosed number of Bombardier Dash 
8-0400 turboprops to its fleet. 

They will no doubt supplement or replace the fleet 
of three Chinese-supplied MA60s, one of which 
sustained severe damage when it struck a warthog 
on the runway at Harare. Reports indicate that the 
two Airbus A320s that have been at the centre of a 
dispute and parked unused in Johannesburg for 

almost a year now, may again return to service. 

GHANAIAN DASH BS 
Accra - Starbow Airlines has taken delivery of the 
first of a pair of Bombardier Dash 8-0400 turboprop 

aircraft to complement the existing fleet of Avro RJ 
quad jets. 

ENTEBBE- KILIMANJARO LINK 
Dar es Salaam - Fastjet is to link Kilimanjaro to 
Uganda's Entebbe terminal soon. + 

The 32 hp Kubota L3200 tractor had no problem towing this 11 000 kg Cessna Citation 
Sovereign on the apron, but when it reached the rain-soaked slippery floor of the hangar 

entrance, changing to four-wheel drive soon solved that problem. 

road and back down to the hanger. 
As it was raining during this test, the 

slippery polished floors of the hanger 
meant that, when it parked the Cessna, 
the Kubota L3200 had to engage in four
wheel drive. The tractor underwent some 
"modification" for this task; added nose 
weights and it used turf tyres instead of 
the standard agri tyres. 

Though these tractors are known as 
reliable, operator-friendly and powerful 
and suitable for the agricultural sector
ideal for everything from estate 

maintenance, through commercial 
landscaping and smaller-scale farming to 

any smaller task which requires a fuel 
efficient small tractor - Pilatus Aircraft 
prefers the reliable Kubota machines for 
this work. 

There are already a fair number of 
Kubota tractors operating at Wonder
boom, as pulling tugs, including the Police 
Air Wing aircraft stationed there. 

A Kubota L3200 was delivered to the 
Bulembu Airport, in the Eastern Cape, 
earlier this year for by the SAPS. + 


