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CORNERING THE 
UTILITY MARKET 
Smith Power Equipment claims to offer the most comprehensive range of utility vehicles. 
GCM looks at the history of this company and the reasons why it has become a major player in 
the industry. 

Smith Power Equipment, 
perhaps best known as the 
importer and supplier of 
the premium Toro brand, is 
a division of Smith Mining 
Equipment, where the team 
has earned an enviable 
reputation in the golf 
industry and other industries. 
Besides offering a number 
of marquee brands, the 
company prides itself on 
offering unbeatable service. 

The Toro brand made its first 
appearance in South Africa 
in 1973 at a time when turf 
maintenance equipment was 
not nearly as sophisticated as 

it is today, and it is fair to say 
that these machines changed 
the way that golf courses were 
prepared from then on. 

The first triplex ride-on 
mowers were considered to be 
the Rolls~ Royce of their kind, 
and the Reading, Killarney 
and Wanderers clubs were 
the envy of all, because they 
were the first to acquire these 
magnificent machines. Since 
then, .as standards of grooming 
have improved and The Toro 
Company has spent vast sums 
on research and development, 
the brand has set the 
benchmark for the industry. 

Smith Turf Equipment was 
established in 1991 when 
the company acquired the 
distribution rights for Southern 
Africa from The Toro Company 
of Minneapolis, USA, and 
in 1997 the Polaris division 
was established to expand 
into the ATV market. 

Smith further expanded 
its business in this area in 
2002, when it became the 
local distributor for Linhai 
Power Company of Shanghai, 
China that produces a 
range of ATVs, scooters 
and generators. A deal to 
distribute the highly regarded 
products from the Kubota 
Corporation of Osaka, which 
was concluded in 2000, meant 
that Smith had establ ished a 
firm foothold with the world
leading Kubota tractors, 
diesel engines and mowers. 

Smith expanded its product 
catalogue when the company 
introduced Victory Motorcycles 
to discerning South African 
bikers - a product that 
presents serious competition 
to the premium range of 
two-wheelers such as Harley
Davidson and BMW. 

The latest acquisition of 
Smith's, the Club Car brands, 

ABOVE: The Club Carryall and a full range of golf cars have been added to Smith's comprehensive product offering, and the company 
can certainly claim to be a one-stop shop for purchasers of utility vehicles. 
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would seem an obvious fit, and 
besides the well-established 
golf car market for golfers, the 
Club Car utility vehicle has 
long been a popular addition 
to golf courses' fleets. 

The Toro Workman range 
has won over many course 
superintendents, and these 
rugged, versatile vehicles are 
now joined by the Club Car 
Carryall, available in different 
models and used as general 
transporters around golf 
courses or for carrying loads. 

That Toro has become the 
preferred choice of many of our 
top clubs is no coincidence. 
While it goes without saying 
that the product is considered 
to be from the top drawer, 
the company prides itself on 
offering unbeatable service. 

"The relationships we have 
built up over the years in 
the golf industry are highly 
valued by all our staff," says 
Lionel Coetzee, a director 
of Smith Power. "We view 
everyone we deal with in the 
golf industry not as customers, 
but as friends." @o 
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Carryall 500 Turf 

Go ahead - load it up! Club Car's Carryall 500 Turf can 
take it. Especially when versatility is the name of the game 
and you need a machine with plenty of maneuverability 
and added muscle. 

Shouldering a full 1,200 pounds of vehicle capacity, a 
rustproof aircraft grade aluminum frame, chassis and 
cargo box, the 500 Turf is the most functional vehicle in its 
class and is available in both gas or electric featuring the 
IQ Plus System'" . If you're looking for a machine that can 
reliably perform just about any task your operation 
demands, the 500 Turf is your go-to vehicle. 

PETROL ENGINE: Subaru, 4-cycle, DISPlACEMENT: 404 cc, CYLINDERS: Single, COOLING: Air cooled, HORSEPOWER (RATED): 10.3kW rated@ 
3,600 RPM per SAE J1940, TRANSMISSION: Continuously Variable, Transmission (CVT), GEAR SELECTION: Forward I Neutral I Reverse, BRAKES: 
4-wheel mechanical d rum, SUSPENSION (FRONT and REAR) : Independent leaf springs with dual hydraulic shocks, WHEELBASE: 1983 mm, 
OVERALL HEIGHT: 1196 mm, OVERALL LENGTH: 299.7 mm, BED Lx Wx H (CARGO BOX): 1122 x 1206 x 266 mm. 

Smith Turf Equipment. 
A d ivision of Smith Mining Equipment [Pty) Ltd. 
Tel: 011 284 2000 Fax: 0 11 284 2 100 
www .smithturf .co.za 
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