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PROSPECTS for the Ibhubesi Gas 
Project (IGP) received a fillip after a 
term sheet agreement with power util-

ity Eskom was secured last month. The IGP 
is South Africa’s largest undeveloped gas 
field, located 380km north of Cape Town in 
Block 2A (a production right that covers a  
sprawling 5,000km2.)

The IGP – owned 76% by Australian 
oil and gas specialist Sunbird Energy 
and 24% by parastatal PetroSA (24%) 
– is situated in the offshore Orange Ba-
sin, approximately 70km off the coast in  
water depths of 250m.

The term sheet agreement involves the 
supply of gas from the Ibhubesi Gas Field 
to the Ankerlig Power Station, situated 
40km north of Cape Town. At this stage 
the agreement is non-binding, but the de-
velopment does underline the promise of 
the IGP as a commercial gas producer. The 
agreement would provide for the supply of 
30 billion cubic feet (Bcf) of gas per year to 
Eskom for a period that could stretch for 
up to 15 years.

PetroSA Group CEO Nosizwe Nokwe-
Macamo said the parastatal was commit-
ted to ensuring it played a critical role in 
seeking solutions to the power challenges 
that face its sister company, Eskom. Sun-
bird chairman, Kerwin Rana said the 
signing of the term sheet with Eskom was 
a significant advancement in the commer-
cialisation of the IGP.

“It will have an extremely positive 
developmental impact while provid-
ing a tremendous opportunity for ma-
jor value growth for all stakeholders  

including Sunbird shareholders.”
He stressed that the delivery of gas from 

South Africa’s largest proven gas field pro-
vides for a secure, cleaner and significantly 
lower cost fuel to Ankerlig, while assisting 
in the development of the Orange Basin 
and the creation of a new industry and 
much needed jobs. Rana added that the 
commercialisation of IGP would provide a 
critical foundation project for the develop-
ment of an integrated gas economy on the 
West Coast of South Africa. He reckoned 
this could feature offshore petroleum ex-
ploration and development, upstream/off-
shore domestic oil and gas production as 
well as midstream pipeline infrastructure.

Rana said the was also the possibility for 
the ‘gasification’ of onshore power genera-
tion and industry, diesel replacement in exist-
ing power stations and more gas fired Inde-
pendent Power Plants (IPPs.) He argued that 
the development of the IGP spoke directly to 
South Africa’s energy “War Room” priori-
ties of bringing energy security and reducing 
costs through the Five-Point Plan being over-
seen by Deputy President Cyril Ramaphosa.

“It also supports the Presidential ini-
tiative termed Operation Phakisa, which 
has been established to unlock the 
economic potential of South Africa’s 
oceans, with a particular focus on oil and  
gas development.”

A spokesman for Sunbird said the sign-
ing of the term sheet created major value 
growth opportunities for all stakeholders 
including Sunbird shareholders (which 
include significant empowerment inves-
tors.) The spokesman added that the sup-

ply of Ibhubesi gas to Ankerlig would al-
low Eskom to realise significant fuel cost 
savings, while also providing a new and 
cleaner burning energy supply to South 
Africa. He said Sunbird had spent more 
than R1.2bn on the IGP on exploration  
and appraisals since 2000.

Importantly, the successful development 
of the IGP would not only see the replace-
ment of diesel as the current feed stock at 
the Ankerlig Power Station, but perhaps 
also the development of a 500MW IPP. Ei-
ther initiative should help to assist a strain-
ing Eskom to meet the country’s growing 
energy needs and bolster energy security. 

But there are other benefits from the 
IGP that could greatly benefit the Western 
Cape economy – especially since the proj-
ect is recognised as Strategic Infrastruc-
ture Project (SIP5) under the Presidential 
Infrastructure Coordination Commission. 
More specifically, though, the IGP will es-
tablish the first critical pipeline infrastruc-
ture in the Orange Basin, provide signifi-
cant revenue to the government in the form 
of royalties, corporate and payroll taxes 
and create substantial direct and indirect 
job creation during the construction and 
production phases.

Of course, there are also balance of trade 
benefits from the replacement of imported 
diesel (tagged to the dollar and the crude 
oil price) with a domestic gas source as well 
as a marked reduction in greenhouse gas 
and CO2 emissions.

The next step for IGP is for Sunbird 

West Coast cooking with gas

Continued on P5

A LOCAL technology looks set to 
make waves internationally after 
SurePure, which uses photopurifi-

cation technology to purify liquids, report-
ed increased interest from global custom-
ers. SurePure’s prime mover and CEO is 
former Springbok rugby prop Guy Kebble, 
who took the interesting step of listing 
the company on a secondary board of the 
tech-aligned NASDAQ market in the US. 
The company’s offering revolves around a 
patented SurePure Turbulator, which in-
creases liquids’ exposure to ultra-violet and 
enables greater efficacy and consistency  
in purification. 

In short, SurePure’s technology hopes 
to offer a better alternative to traditional 
pasteurisation by delivering replicable, and 
predictable germicidal efficacy. The tech-
nology can be applied to microbiologically 
sensitive liquids like wine, fruit juice and 
milk – but also has applications in fuel and 
blood plasma.

Kebble said SurePure enjoyed a busy 
year of business development. “We estab-
lished programs in different global markets 
and expect to continue to expand our foot-
print into the diverse industries that will be 
well-served by our technology.”

He noted that during the first quarter of 
2015 the company had secured additional 
orders of with a face value of over R12m. 
That means orders signed from the start of 
2014 now touched R30m. 

Kebble disclosed that since inception 
SurePure had signed orders with a value of 
around R60m.

“As of February this year, orders by cus-
tomers to the value of around R36m have 
already been installed and commissioned. 
We expect the remaining orders will be 

Slow but 
sure

http://www.bonfiglioli.com
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Materials Handling
Solutions that
Deliver.

BMG offer a complete range of products for

bulk and light materials handling applications.

We provide valuable insight in to the technical

requirements of your operating process as

well as foresight as to how our technical

expertise, design and on-site maintenance

capabilities and training can all be applied to

maximize your production efficiencies.
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BMG distributes 
Vulkan couplings  

and braking systems

BMG has been ap-
pointed distributors 
in Southern Africa for 
the Vulkan Drive Tech 
products range, which 
includes couplings and 
braking systems. 

“With the introduc-
tion of Vulkan’s fluid 
and engineered flexi-
ble couplings, BMG’s 
coupling offering is 
now complete,” says 
Carlo Beukes, BMG’s 
power transmission 
product manager. 
“BMG, which now 
carries a vast stock-
holding of standard 
Vulkan couplings, also 
has access to the com-
plete range of Vulkan 
braking systems. 

“With Vulkan’s com-
pact fluid coupling 
design, it is possible 
to replace existing ap-
plications, without the 
need for any modifi-
cations to the existing 
layout, therefore en-
suring ease of replace-
ment and reduced  
project costs.”

Important com-
ponents for BMG in 
the Vulkan range are 
Flexomax GBN main-
tenance-free cou-
plings, with a maximum 
torque of 1,288kNM 
and shaft diameters 
up to 600mm. These 
torsional flexible cou-
plings are equipped 
with specially designed 
elastic elements, which 
work in compression, 
allowing for maxi-
mum torque transfer, 
heat dissipation and  
product longevity. 

This series is de-
signed for applications 
that include low speed 
shafts of machinery 
driven by electric mo-
tors - even in harsh 
environments - and is 

available with custom-
isable options to meet 
the requirements of 
restricted applications. 
These compact cou-
plings allow for com-
pensating axial, radial 
and angular misalign-
ments and also protect 
the drivetrain from 
shock loads. 

The modular design 
enables the integra-
tion of brake discs, 
pulleys, shear devic-
es and spacer shafts 

within the coupling. 
Radial removability of 
the coupling elements 
is possible, without 
having to move the  
connected machinery. 

Vulkan has followed 
its technology trends 
for VFD (variable 
frequency drives) and 
VSD (variable speed 
drives) with the design 
of its coupling range, 
which now includes 
Flexomax GSN and 
GSND couplings. 

These backlash free 
couplings, which have 
been specifically de-
signed for VFD high 
speed input shafts, 
offer multiple con-
figurations to ensure 
coupling types meet  

all requirements.
Flexible Flexomax 

GSND couplings have 
design features that 
eliminate the need 
for lubrication and 
allow radial removal 
of elements, without 
moving machinery. 
Furthermore, the de-
sign incorporates air 
circulation slits to al-
low for a cooler ele-
ment and thus a longer 
life of the product.

Vulkan’s vast range 
of highly engineered 
fixed speed and vari-
able speed fluid cou-
plings has been de-
signed for reliable 
functionality and is 
optimised around 
specific application  
requirements.

For more demanding 
applications, Vulkan 
shaft-to-shaft solenoid 
activated PSV–SP vari-
able speed drain type 
fluid couplings are 
recommended. These 
couplings allow for 
larger heat dissipation 
in aggressive climate 
conditions. The sim-
ple operating design 
reduces maintenance  
requirements. 

Vulkan industrial 
braking systems, now 
available from BMG, 
encompass rail clamps, 
e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c 
brakes and industrial  
emergency brakes.

German engineered 
Vulkan Drive Tech 
products are manu-
factured worldwide to 
stringent internation-
al quality and safety 
specifications. This 
range is supported by a 
technical advisory and 
solutions service for 
specific applications, 
including existing  
installations.

BMG has been appointed distributors in Southern Africa for the Vulkan Drive 
Tech products range, which includes couplings and braking systems. This 

range is supported by a technical advisory and solutions service for specific 
applications, including existing installations.

“With the  
introduction of 
Vulkan’s fluid 

and engineered 
flexible cou-

plings, BMG’s 
coupling of-
fering is now 
complete."

NAMIBIA Breweries, 
brewers of the famous 
Windhoek beer, take 
no chances in their 
impeccable, clockwork-
like operation. So their 
decision to use specially 
designed Kipor forklifts 
is a feather in the cap 
for this fast-growing 
brand of warehouse 
materials handling 
equipment, which is 
distributed in Southern 
Africa by Smith  
Power Equipment.

In the latest order 
Namibia Breweries took 
delivery of three Kipor 
KDF25 - 2.5ton Diesel 
- and three KD35 – 
3.5ton Diesel - forklifts, 
which are being used 
to load trucks with 
product from the 
warehouse. Sister 
company, Namibia 
Dairies (also owned by 
the Olthaver and List 
group) received three 
Kipor KDF25s. 

The Breweries’ Kipor 
KD35s were custom 
designed with double 
fork attachments for 
extra productivity 
and also double front 
wheels for greater 
stability at height. 
These double front 
rims were designed and 
very precisely machined 
using an ingenious and 
innovative technique 

by J&H Refurbishing. 
“The extended “dish” 
had to be machined to fit 
exactly into the existing 
rim to help carry the 
extra weight and stress 
on the studs,” says J&H 
Refurbishing’s Joe 
Liebenberg.

“We are pleased with 
the machines,” says 
Namibia Breweries 
operations manager 
Gerhard Tredoux. 
“They are efficient and 
have thus far proved to 
be reliable. I am also 
very pleased with the 
service of the Lubbe 
group who has left 
no stone unturned to 
sort out any teething 
problems that we have 
had,” he says.

T h e  L u b b e 
Group is the highly 
successful Smith Power 
Equipment dealer  
in Namibia.

Etienne Lubbe, 
says that one of the 
teething problems 
was that the machines 
tended to overheat 
at peak production 
in the warmer parts 
of the country - like 
in Oshakati. “In our 
experience all forklifts 
overheat in these 
conditions and we 
know for a fact that our 
main competing forklift 
overheated all the time 

and the problem was not 
resolved for years. The 
big difference is that 
we sorted the problem 
out in one month by 
replacing the standard 
engine fan with a much 
larger fan with fins of a 
much more aggressive 
gradient than the 
original fan,” he says.

He adds that another 
major difference 
between the Kipor 
forklifts and the 
opposition product 
that has been operating 
at the breweries is 
that the Kipors have 
four-cylinder engines 
(as opposed to their 
three-cylinders.) This 
provides more power 
making our unit more 
efficient for faster 
loading because with 
the extra power you can 
lift the forks on-route 
to the truck where the 
three-cylinder trucks 
must drive right up to 
the truck, stop and only 
then lift the forks.” 

Lubbe says they 
have an excellent 
relationship with 
Namibia Breweries. 
“It’s easy for them 
to work with us. We 
have an exceptional 
company footprint in 
Namibia – six branches 
and 14 service centres 
throughout the country 

- through which we 
offer them excellent 
after-sales service, 
a fully stocked parts 
warehouse, workshops 
on demand with on-the- 
road service vehicles,” 
he says.

He adds that 
Namibia Breweries 
is a very efficient 
operation. “They always 
take the bottom line 
into account without 
affecting their high 
standard of operation. 
With the Lubbe group 
in Namibia they found 
that, together with a 
well-priced and quality 
product, they could 
up their production 
and lower their capital 
outlay as well as their 
running costs.”

The Kipor Diesel 
series has an advanced, 
streamlined design, 
with solid sturdy 
frame,  an all-new 
suspended and movable 
seat providing comfort 
for the operator. 
A hoist cylinder at the 
rear of mast makes the 
operation view wider, 
while the rear lamps 
are installed on the top 
cover, which ensures 
safety and, for even 
greater productivity, 
the tilt angle of the 
steering column can be 
adjusted freely.

Namibia Breweries Limited (NBL) opt for Kipor

http://www.bmgworld.net
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